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The Mediterranean Sea, which connects cultures, local economies, regions, and states in the
European Union, among candidate and potential candidate states, North Africa, and Middle
East, is one of the most polluted seas in the word, with multiple endangerments to biodiversity
and sustainability of ecosystems and mariculture. The sensitive state of the Mediterranean is
exemplified in the Commission’s proposal to designate the north-west of the basin as a
particularly sensitive sea area (PSSA), to protect whales and dolphins from polluting effects of
international shipping. The environmental challenges, which also affect labor markets,
economic growth, demographic trends, food security, and quality of life in local communities,
have a clear cross-border, multifaceted nature and can only be tackled by concerted action of
all relevant stakeholders in the Mediterranean. The macro-regional approach, already tested and
proven by the European Union in several parts of the continent, is surely the most feasible
framework for common action towards battling negative effects of climate change and sea and
air pollution in regions and countries around the Mediterranean basin. The macro-regional
approach will also enable better interconnectedness of local and regional project funded through
EU cohesion policy mechanisms. One of the examples of projects that could contribute to above
mentioned is for sure project MARLESS, with its goal to act as an environmental synergic
action and to obtain visible results that will be available for application in future legislation and
management practices.
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DRAFT AGENDA
October 13, 2022 at 11:00 — 12:30
European Committee of the Regions, Rue Belliard 101, Brussels

Conference room JDE 63

OPENING
11:00 - 11:10 Welcome address

Mr. Nikola Dobroslavi¢ — President of the Dubrovnik — Neretva Region

SESSION 1;
Moderated by PhD Viseslav Raos, Associate Professor; University of Zagreb
Mr. Marco Marsilio; President of the Abruzzo Region
11:10 — 11:40 _ . _
Mr. Francois Alfonsi; MEP European Parliament

Mr. Nikola Dobroslavi¢ — President of the Dubrovnik — Neretva Region

Ms. Eleni Marianou, Secretary General, CPMR

[11:40 —12:00  Debate with participants
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